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the gates of Sinigaglia some of the Duke's gentlemen
hemmed them about in the preconcerted manner,
lest even now they should be taken with alarm. But
it was all done unostentatiously and with every show
of friendliness, that no suspicions should be aroused.
From the group Cesare had missed Oliverotto,
and as they now approached the market-square,
where the Tyrant of Fermo sat his horse at the head
of his troops, Cesare made a sign with his eyes to
Corella, the purport of which was plain to the captain.
Corella rode ahead to suggest to Oliverotto that this
was no time to have his men under arms and out of
their lodgings, and to point out to him that, if they
were not dismissed they would be in danger of having
their quarters snatched from them by the Duke's men,
from which trouble might arise. To this he added
that the Duke was expecting his lordship.
Oliverotto, persuaded, gave the order for the dis-
missal of his troops, and the Duke, coming up at that
moment, called to him. In response he went to greet
him, and fell in thereafter with the others who were
riding with Valentinois. <
In amiable conversation with them all, and rid-
ing between Vitelli and Francesco Orsini, the Duke
passed from the borgo into the town itself, and so to
the palace, where the condottieri disposed to take
their leave of him. But Cesare was not for parting
with them yet; he bade them in with him, and they
perforce must accept his invitation. Besides, his
mood was so agreeable that surely there could be
nought to fear.
But scarcely were they inside when his manner
changed of a sudden, and at a sign from him they were